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Principals and other educators of 
PAP Community Foundation (PCF) 
Sparkletots  centres  will  be  going 
for more training in curriculum de-
velopment over the next few years, 
in PCF’s first tie- up with the Na-
tional Institute of Education (NIE).

More  than  400  centre  leaders  
and  curriculum  specialists  from  
PCF Sparkletots will attend a four-
month programme in early child-
hood  curriculum  leadership  to  
deepen their expertise in designing 
and implementing changes in cur-
riculum. 

The  programme,  conducted  by  
NIE  and  sponsored  by  PCF,  will  
start in February next year and run 
for three years.

Participants will take six courses, 
and  complete  a  group  project  
where they redesign an aspect of a 
centre’s curriculum. 

The collaboration comes as Singa-
pore seeks to carve out more oppor-
tunities for pre- school educators to 
upgrade themselves.

PCF  is  Singapore’s  largest  pre-
school operator, with some 360 cen-
tres and an enrolment of more than 
40,000 children. 

PCF chief  executive Victor  Bay  
and  NIE  director  Christine  Goh  
signed an agreement to launch the 
Certificate in Early Childhood Cur-
riculum Leadership at a virtual cere-
mony yesterday.

In a speech, Mr Bay said PCF is in-
vesting more than half a million dol-
lars in this certificate programme, 
which is part of its plans for teach-
ers’ professional development. 

“The development of a quality cur-
riculum is necessary for any pre-
school. As the world is constantly 
progressing, the curriculum should 
be reviewed and revised on a regu-
lar basis, so that it is able to serve 
the changing needs of both the chil-
dren and society,” he added. 

“We need to ensure that the very 
people  who  are  involved in  chil-
dren’s  learning  and  development  
are equipped with the right skills 
and capabilities.” 

Professor Goh said the course will 
give educators a chance to discuss 
and consider theories related to cur-
riculum leadership. 

“You will also engage in reflective 
practice – a practice that will en-
able you to question your own as-
sumptions and your beliefs.”

Ms Noriyaton Yunos, 55, centre 
leader  of  a  PCF  Sparkletots  pre-
school in Pasir Ris West, said early 
childhood  curriculum  develop-
ment is more complex, compared 
with the past, due to diverse needs 
of children and new technologies. 

The NIE programme, she added, 
will help equip centre leaders like 
herself to guide and support teach-
ers  so  that  children’s  needs  are  
met. 
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VISIT THE EXHIBITION

WHAT: Exhibition titled What
A Waste

WHERE: Sustainable Singapore
Gallery at Marina Barrage and 
https://www.terra.sg/news-sph

WHEN: From now till Sept 28

OPENING HOURS: 9am to 6pm
(Monday to Sunday)

ADMISSION: Free

Jessie Lim 

Those looking after the vulnerable, 
especially  the  elderly,  received  a  
boost  amid  the  coronavirus  pan-
demic  in  the  form  of  more  than
$5 million in donations, including 
more than $2 million in cash.

The Agency for Integrated Care 
(AIC) said the donations will help 
arm the community care sector in 
its fight against Covid- 19.

In a statement yesterday, the or-
ganisation  said  community  care  
providers have been stepping up in-
fection control and precautionary 
measures, as well as implementing 
new  ways  to  deliver  care  more  
safely.

But these efforts cost money.
“The support from the sponsors 

serves to not only enhance our part-
ners’ ongoing efforts, but is also a 
boost to our morale, knowing that 
the larger community is with us in 
this fight,” said AIC chief executive 
Tan Kwang Cheak. 

The  donations  will  go  towards  
supporting  community  care  
providers – such as nursing homes 
and organisations like Ang Mo Kio-
Thye Hua Kwan Hospital – in three 
ways.

Community  care  providers  can  
tap the resources to digitalise for 
service continuity; show apprecia-
tion for their healthcare staff; and 
offset the costs of taking precau-
tionary  measures  to  clean  their  
premises.

AIC said the donations were from 
more than 20 organisations and in-
dividuals, including Temasek Foun-
dation, Singapore Pools and Busi-
ness China, a non- profit organisa-
tion that seeks to strengthen ties be-
tween Singapore and China.

Business China CEO Tin Pei Ling 
said the organisation had rallied its 
network of prominent Chinese busi-
ness leaders “to show their solidar-
ity with Singapore by contributing 
to AIC’s effort in supporting our el-
dercare sector”.

“Our seniors are the most vulner-
able in this pandemic and we must 
do  our  best  to  protect  them,”  
added  Ms  Tin,  who  is  MP  for  
MacPherson.

One of the beneficiaries of these 
donations is All Saints Home, a nurs-
ing home in Hougang.

After a healthcare assistant there 
tested  positive  for  Covid- 19,  the  
home engaged a professional clean-
ing  company  to  disinfect  its  
premises multiple times as a precau-
tionary measure.

Funds received by AIC helped the 
home defray these costs. 

The  home  also  boosted  the  
morale of  its  care staff  by giving 
them care packages that included vi-
tamins and hand sanitiser.

“We would like to encourage like-
minded individuals and corporates 
to come  on  board  and  join  their  
peers in supporting the community 
care providers’ ongoing efforts to 
provide better and safer care for se-
niors,” Mr Tan added.
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Shabana Begum 

An  exhibition  on  climate  change  
and its wide- ranging impact on life 
in general was launched yesterday 
by  the  Singapore  Press  Holdings  
(SPH) Foundation.

The exhibition in the Sustainable 
Singapore Gallery at Marina Barrage 
will showcase news stories and fea-
tures by The Straits Times climate 
change team. Admission is free.

The  six- part  series,  called  Na-
tional  Engagement  With  Sustain-
ability, kicks off with stories, pho-
tos and art that explain the impact 
of global waste and the importance 

of proper waste management and 
recycling.

Each part of the series will run for 
two to three weeks. 

The first, titled What A Waste, is 
on till  Sept 28. Visitors can learn 
about  e- waste  recycling,  among  
other things.

ST’s climate change editor David 
Fogarty said: “Through this exhibi-
tion, we wanted to show how waste-
ful our lifestyles and our economies 
have become but also highlight the 
solutions.

“Humans  are  consuming  more  
and more of the planet’s resources, 
and that’s leading to major pollu-
tion  problems  and  threatening  

wildlife. It will come back to haunt 
us  if  we  don’t  change.  The  good  
news  is,  there  are  solutions,  but  
each of us needs to make a choice to 
consume less and recycle more.” 

The other five parts will cover is-
sues such as food and water secu-

rity,  biodiversity  and  illegal  
wildlife trade, how climate change 
affects health, global warming and 
natural  disasters,  and  ground- up  
initiatives by climate advocates.

The second part  is expected to 
start in December.

Those who are concerned about 
the ongoing Covid- 19 situation or 
are unable to visit the exhibition in 
person  can  view  it  online  at  
https://www.terra.sg/news- sph

The  series  was  created  by  the  
SPH  Foundation  in  collaboration  
with  the  Sustainable  Singapore  
Gallery  and  environmental  social  
enterprise Terra SG.

The foundation is  also working 
with Terra SG to reach out to 20 
pre- schools  to  educate  children  
about sustainability through activi-
ties such as storytelling and upcy-
cling craft  workshops.  The initia-
tive will start later this year.
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Pre- school operator ties up with NIE to give 
educators boost in curriculum development PCF is pumping more than half a million dollars into a certificate programme to support educators’ early childhood 

curriculum efforts to tackle the diverse needs of children and rise of new technologies. PHOTO: PCF SPARKLETOTS

An exhibition by the Singapore Press Holdings Foundation was launched yesterday at the Sustainable Singapore Gallery at Marina Barrage. The six-part series on climate change and its impact on life 
showcases news stories and features by The Straits Times climate change team. The first part, about proper waste management and recycling, runs till Sept 28. ST PHOTO: KUA CHEE SIONG

PCF to help 
more than 
400 staff 
become 
class acts

MORALE BOOST

The support from the 
sponsors serves to not 
only enhance our 
partners’ ongoing 
efforts, but is also a 
boost to our morale, 
knowing that the 
larger community is 
with us in this fight.

’’MR TAN KWANG CHEAK, chief executive of 
Agency for Integrated Care, on how the 
donations received will help community 
care providers fight the outbreak.

Community 
care sector 
gets $5m in 
donations 
to aid 
virus fight

Exhibition showcases 
ST climate change stories

STAYING RELEVANT 

The development of a quality 
curriculum is necessary for any 
pre-school. As the world is 
constantly progressing, the 
curriculum should be reviewed 
and revised on a regular basis, so 
that it is able to serve the 
changing needs of both the 
children and society.

’’PCF CHIEF EXECUTIVE VICTOR BAY, on the importance of the 
programme.
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