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Supermarket chain Giant  will  be 
selling  more  than  100  essential  
products at a discount of about 20 
per cent on average from today, 
with the extension of a campaign 
launched  last  September  to  ad-
dress cost of living issues amid the 
Covid-19 pandemic.

Dairy Farm Group, which oper-
ates supermarket chains Giant and 
Cold Storage, said the list includes 
non-food items.

Giant had slashed prices on 650 
products last year when the Lower 
Prices  That  Last  campaign  was  
rolled out. 

Mr  Chris  Bush,  Dairy  Farm’s  

chief executive for its South-east 
Asia  food  business,  said:  “Cus-
tomers are still anxious about the 
uncertainty of the future. 

“We are far from where we were 
before the pandemic and that cre-
ates a lot of anxiety from financial 
uncertainty.”

He added that it will cost Giant 
an additional $4 million to expand 
and extend the $17 million cam-
paign by another nine months.

Giant  decided  on  the  new  list  
based on the most commonly pur-
chased products at the supermar-
ket chain.

With  the  discounts,  items  like  
the Kirei Kirei anti-bacterial foam-
ing hand soap (200ml refill pack), 
will cost $1.50, almost 40 per cent 
cheaper than its original price of 
$2.35.

A piece of fresh sweet corn from 
Malaysia will be sold at 50 cents, 

down from 95 cents, and the Kraft 
Philadelphia 250gm cream cheese 
block will be sold at $5.50 instead 
of $6.60.

Mr Bush said Dairy Farm is fund-
ing the campaign in part with cost 
savings from productivity gains.

He added: “We have a number of 
improvement programmes in our 
business to become more produc-
tive – such as through the use of 
technology, the way in which we 

source our products and our sup-
ply chain efficiencies. 

“We reinvest that cost value back 
in prices for customers.”

Separately, Mr Bush said Dairy 
Farm’s exclusive brand Meadows 
will launch more than 80 new prod-
ucts, including staples such as oil, 
cereal and spices, throughout this 
month and the next.
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As a commerce undergraduate in 
1973  at  Nanyang  Technological  
University’s  (NTU)  predecessor  
Nanyang University, a 21-year-old 
Indonesian received a scholarship 
from the school.

Fast forward 48 years and that 
student – Dato’ Sri Dr Tahir – is 
now a well-established business-
man and philanthropist.

To give back, Dr Tahir, who goes 
by one name, is donating $1 mil-
lion to  support  needy  NTU  stu-
dents ahead of his 69th birthday 
tomorrow. 

Dr Tahir, who is a permanent resi-

dent here, said: “My parents made 
a living by constructing pedicabs 
(three-wheeled rickshaws). I was 
studying to be a  medical doctor,  
but I had to drop out to focus on 
helping with my father’s business 
when he fell sick. 

“I hope this gift will help NTU stu-
dents in need, and give them the 
support they need, just like NTU 
had helped me before.”

Dr Tahir is the founder of Maya-
pada  Group,  one  of  Indonesia’s  
largest conglomerates with busi-
nesses in financial services, health-
care and real estate.

The  billionaire  yesterday  pre-
sented NTU deputy president and 
provost  professor  Ling  San  with  
the $1 million cheque.

With a  matching grant  by the 
Government,  his  donation  of  $1  
million will become a $2.5 million 
endowment fund that will go to-
wards  bursaries  helping  finan-
cially disadvantaged undergradu-
ates at NTU.

Since 2010, the National Univer-
sity of Singapore, Singapore Man-
agement University and NTU have 
received a government grant of 1.5 
times the amount they raise.

Said NTU vice-president for ad-
vancement  Lien  Siaou-Sze:  “As  
one of NTU’s most distinguished 
alumni, Dr Tahir has made a pro-
found impact towards education, 
research, healthcare and society. 

“His generous gift towards stu-
dent bursaries in NTU reflects his 

deep commitment and dedication 
towards higher education and the 
less privileged.”

In 2018, he donated $500,000 to 
set up the Tahir NTU-Universitas 
Airlangga student exchange pro-
gramme. It provides students from 
universities in Surabaya,  Indone-
sia, with an immersive learning ex-
perience in NTU to improve their 
English language skills and forge 
friendships.

Last  year,  Dr  Tahir  donated  
$10,000  to  the  NTU  Priorities  
Fund,  which  is  part  of  the  NTU  
Covid-19  relief  package  to  assist  
students facing financial hardship 
due to the pandemic.

ssherlyn@sph.com.sg

Dairy Farm Group CEO for its South-east Asia food business Chris Bush (above) said it will cost Giant an additional $4 million to expand and extend the $17 million Lower Prices That Last 
campaign. Giant decided on the new list of discounted items based on the most commonly purchased products at the supermarket chain. ST PHOTO: YONG LI XUAN
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Temasek Polytechnic now offers a 
digital  talent  accelerator  pro-
gramme for graduating students 
and alumni with disabilities.

The 11-week programme, which 
began on March 15, aims to equip 
participants with skills for in-de-
mand roles in the digital industry.

They can pick up digital  skills  
and get certified through online 
courses by Bloomberg, Facebook, 
Tableau and Microsoft, and get ca-
reer training and personal mentor-
ship from people with disabilities 
working in the industry.

The programme was officially  
launched  yesterday  with  the  
signing of a memorandum of un-
derstanding  between  Temasek  
Polytechnic  and Sumitomo  Life  
Insurance.

The insurer,  which hires  more 
than 700 people with disabilities in 
Japan, has seconded several staff to 
guide the accelerator programme 
on a full-time basis.

Mr Toru Shiomitsu, senior offi-
cer at Sumitomo Life Insurance, 
said at the launch event: “We hope 
this programme will ignite many 
young persons with disabilities to 
actively  pursue  digital  careers  
ahead of them.” 

Speakers from sectors such as 
digital  technology  and  research  
and analytics  will  also  share in-
sights into various companies and 
roles in the industries.

Mr Mansor Ali, 27, is one of 23 
participants enrolled in the inau-
gural programme.

He graduated with a diploma in 
digital forensics in 2014 but be-
came blind in  2019 due to  idio-
pathic intracranial hypertension, 
a disorder caused by high pressure 
in the brain.

Mr Ali had to leave his job in the 
creative  industry  and  suffered  
from depression. 

Last year, he learnt braille and 
how to navigate using a walking 
stick. 

After  talking  to  some  friends  
about being unable to land a job, 
he was put in touch late last year 
with Ms Cindy Chng, programme 
director  of  the  accelerator  pro-
gramme.

The programme is free, and par-
ticipants  will  receive  a  $1,000  
stipend at the end, sponsored by 
Sumitomo Life Insurance.

Students can put their newly ac-
quired digital skills to use by solv-
ing real digital business challenges 
presented by companies such as 
Certis,  Wildlife  Reserves  Singa-
pore and YMCA of Singapore.

Mr  Peter  Lam,  principal  and  
chief executive of Temasek Poly-
technic, said: “These experiences 
will help our students better un-
derstand their  talents and abili-
ties, and be more confident in se-
curing suitable employment upon 
graduation.”
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A research centre that aims to de-
velop effective learning methods 
and tools for students based on re-
search in neuroscience and other 
disciplines has opened at the Na-
tional Institute of Education (NIE).

The Science of Learning in Edu-
cation  Centre  (Solec)  will  com-
bine the understanding of educa-
tion and of the sciences, and trans-
late research into pedagogical de-
signs  that  can  work  for  all  stu-
dents, especially those with learn-
ing difficulties.

Solec brings together research 
expertise from several disciplines, 
including neuroscience, cognitive 
science,  psychology,  technology  
and education, across both “hard” 
and “soft” sciences, NIE said yes-

terday. It added that research in 
these disciplines will contribute to 
a deeper understanding of learn-
ing processes and ways to support 
successful school learning.

The research centre in NIE at  
Nanyang  Technological  Univer-
sity (NTU) comprises two experi-
mental rooms and one classroom. 

In the experimental rooms, quan-
titative  data  is  collected  using  
neuro-physiological tools, such as a 
functional  near-infared  spec-
troscopy that can assess blood oxy-
gen levels in the brain when it is en-
gaged in activities such as reading 
and numeracy. There are also phys-
iological tools like eye trackers.

The experimental classroom fea-
tures a two-way mirror along an 
observation deck, so that learning 
processes  can  be  observed  and  
studied under natural conditions.

Professor David Hung, centre di-

rector of Solec and NIE’s dean of 
education  research,  said:  “We  
now have the opportunity to un-
derstand and optimise the human 
learning capacity  of  all  our  stu-
dents, especially those with learn-
ing difficulties.

“This human learning capacity 
is important to enable all our stu-
dents to be lifelong learners.”

NIE director Christine Goh said 
Solec is part of NIE’s mission of “in-
spiring  learning,  transforming  
teaching and advancing research”, 
adding:  “Apart  from  putting  in  
equipment that we can use for the 
experiments and studies that we 
have, we hope Solec will create a 
professional research space for re-
searchers to engage in dialogue and 
to come together to think about 
projects that we could do together 
in order to advance research.”

A new master’s programme was 
also launched yesterday. The Mas-
ter of Science (Science of Learn-
ing)  will  enable  students  to  ac-
quire a foundation in the science 
of learning and development, and 
learn how advancements in neuro-
science,  cognitive  science  and  
technologies can impact learning.

It also offers a pathway for pro-
fessionals who seek graduate mi-
cro-credentials, through modular 
courses  that  are  “stackable”  to-
wards  the  NTU  MiniMasters  in  
Mind, Brain and Education. Aca-
demic units will be transferable to 
the full master’s programme, sub-
ject to prevailing requirements.

The first intake starts in January 
next year. The application period 
is from May 10 to July 5, with only 
one admission per year.
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650 essential products last year; 
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A research scientist at the new Science of Learning in Education Centre at NIE 
observing as functional near-infared spectroscopy equipment is tested on a 
research assistant. PHOTO: OFFICE OF EDUCATION RESEARCH, NIE

Dato’ Sri Dr Tahir (in pink) presenting the cheque for $1 million to NTU’s deputy 
president and provost professor Ling San yesterday. With them are (from left) 
NTU’s senior vice-president of research Lam Khin Yong and deputy director of 
development office Tee Ah Heng, as well as former MP and NTU alumna Lee Bee 
Wah and NTU vice-president for advancement Lien Siaou-Sze. PHOTO: NTU
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